
 
 
 
 
Dr. James W. Balsiger  
Acting Director 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
1315 East-West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 
Re: Preserve the role of NEPA in evaluating the ecosystem impacts of fishing  
 
Dear Dr. Balsiger: 
 
The reauthorization of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act 
(MSA) directed the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to revise and update its 
procedures for compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  We are writing 
to ask that, as you undertake these revisions, you preserve and strengthen the role of NEPA in 
ensuring that any adverse impacts of fishing on marine ecosystems are evaluated and minimized.   
 
NEPA requires that a thorough environmental review precede any significant activities the 
federal government may permit in America’s oceans.  This will help public officials make 
decisions that are based on an understanding of the environmental consequences.  The review 
should include an analysis of a full suite of alternatives to the proposed action.  This will help 
ensure that the broader impacts of the proposed action on marine ecosystems are examined and 
minimized.   
 
For too long, ocean fisheries management in this country has focused on single-species impacts.  
Such an approach fails to consider the wider impacts of fishing on non-target species, important 
habitats and the prey of other species.  A properly done NEPA analysis will evaluate these 
impacts and provide managers with the information necessary to choose management 
alternatives that minimize them.   
 
As scientists, we recognize the critical need to move beyond single-species fisheries 
management and toward ecosystem-based fisheries management.  Preserving and strengthening 
the application of NEPA to MSA fishery management actions is a critical first step toward that 
goal.  Thank you for considering our comments. 
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