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April 7, 2009 

 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 

RE: Oppose H.R. 1584, The Flexibility in Rebuilding American Fisheries Act of 2009 

 

Dear Representative, 

 

Our nation’s marine fisheries provide sustenance and income for millions of Americans and are 

renewable resources if well managed.  Unfortunately, recently introduced legislation, H.R. 1584, 

threatens the long-term ecological and economic sustainability of these fish populations by 

giving managers the “flexibility” to avoid tough but necessary decisions.  We the undersigned 

leaders in the conservation community urge you not to cosponsor this misguided legislation.  

 

After decades of mismanagement that led to costly declines in fish populations and the fishing 

communities that depend on them, Congress unanimously reauthorized the Magnuson-Stevens 

Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA) in 2006.  MSA is the premier law governing 

management of federal ocean fisheries. In it, Congress established clear requirements to end 

overfishing and rebuild depleted fish populations to healthy levels in as short a time as possible 

depending on the species’ biology. 

 

Discredited arguments for weakening the MSA and delaying rebuilding have resurfaced in H.R. 

1584, The Flexibility in Rebuilding American Fisheries Act of 2009.  This bill would drastically 

weaken the rebuilding provisions of the MSA by allowing fisheries managers to place short-term 

economics in front of the long-term needs of our ocean fish populations and delay indefinitely 

critical rebuilding actions.  Moreover, and contrary to the explicit intent of Congress in the 2006 

MSA reauthorization, the bill would allow the overexploitation of our most vulnerable fish 

populations.   

 

Historical experience - along with scientific and economic studies - demonstrate that delaying 

rebuilding fish stocks increases fishing pressure on vulnerable fish populations and ecosystems.  



This pressure threatens the ability of stocks to rebuild, and delays the economic benefits of 

healthy fish populations and marine ecosystems that coastal communities depend on.  For these 

reasons, we urge you to not cosponsor H.R. 1584. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

Neal Fitzpatrick 

Executive Director 

Audubon Naturalist 

Society 

 

Carl Safina, Ph.D. 

President & Cofounder 

Blue Ocean Institute 

 

Andrea Treece 

Senior Attorney, Oceans 

Program 

Center for Biological 

Diversity 

 

Peter Shelley 

Vice President 

Conservation Law 

Foundation 

 

Mary Beth Beetham     

Director of Legislative 

Affairs 

Defenders of Wildlife 

 

Phillippe Cousteau 

President and Cofounder 

EarthEcho International 

 

Michael Gravitz 

Oceans Advocate 

Environment America 

 

John Hocevar 

Oceans Campaign Director 

Greenpeace USA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruce Stedman 

Executive Director  

Marine Fish Conservation 

Network 

 

Ken Hinman 

President 

National Coalition for 

Marine Conservation 

 

Sarah Chasis 

Director, Ocean Initiative  

Natural Resources Defense 

Council 

 

Chris Dorsett 

Vice President for Fishery 

Conservation & 

Management 

Ocean Conservancy 

 

Beth Lowell 

Federal Policy Director 

Oceana 

 

Lee Crockett 

Director, Federal Fisheries 

Reform 

Pew Environment Group 

 

John Weber 

Northeast Regional 

Manager 

Surfrider Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Massachusetts 

 

Rob Moir 

Director 

Ocean River Institute 

Cambridge, MA 

 

Polly Bradley 

Cofounder  

Safer Waters in 

Massachusetts 

Nahant, MA 

 

New York 

 

Peter Thompson 

Educator  

Atlantic States Legal 

Foundation 

Syracuse, NY 

 

John McMurray 

Owner 

One More Cast Charters  

Long Beach, NY 

 

Michael Skoletsky 

Executive Director  

Shark Savers 

New York, NY 

 

New Jersey 

 

Dena Mottola 

Executive Director 

Environment New Jersey   

Trenton, NJ 

 

 



 

 

Robin L. Dougherty 

Executive Director 

Greater Newark 

Conservancy 

Newark, NJ 

 

Cindy Claus 

Director 

Jenkinson's Aquarium 

Point Pleasant Beach, NJ 

 

Margo Pellegrino 

Paddler and Oceans 

Advocate 

Miami2Maine 

Medford Lakes, NJ 

 

Eric Stiles 

Vice President for 

Conservation and 

Stewardship 

New Jersey Audubon 

Society 

Bernardsville, NJ 

 

Michael Pisauro 

Lobbyist 

New Jersey Environmental 

Lobby 

Princeton, NJ 

 

Jeff Tittel 

Director 

New Jersey Sierra Club 

Trenton, NJ 

 

Pennsylvania 

 

Maya K. van Rossum 

The Delaware Riverkeeper 

Delaware Riverkeeper 

Network  

Bristol, PA 

 

 

 

David Masur 

Executive Director 

PennEnvironment 

Philadelphia, PA 

 

Delaware 

 

Nicholas A. DiPasquale 

Conservation Chair 

Delaware Audubon 

Wilmington, DE 

 

Alan Muller 

Executive Director 

Green Delaware 

Port Penn, DE 

 

Maryland 

 

Gary Allen 

Executive Director 

Center for Chesapeake 

Communities 

Annapolis, MD 

 

Bill Goldsborough 

Fisheries Director 

Chesapeake Bay 

Foundation 

Annapolis, MD 

 

Brad Heavner 

State Director 

Environment Maryland 

Baltimore, MD 

 

Jim Long 

President 

Mattawoman Watershed 

Society 

Bryans Road, MD 

 

 

 

 

 

James Chambers 

Owner 

Prime Seafood LLC 

Kensington, MD  

 

Virginia 

 

J.R. Tolbert 

Advocate 

Environment Virginia 

 

Georgia 

 

Jennette Gayer 

Advocate 

Environment Georgia 

 

California 

 

Sarah Sikich 

Coastal Resources Director 

Heal the Bay  

Santa Monica, CA 

 

Michael Stocker 

Director 

Ocean Conservation 

Research 

Lagunitas, CA 

 

Oregon 

 

Meryl Redisch 

Executive Director 

Audubon Society of 

Portland 

Portland, OR 

 

Nicole Forbes 

Field Organizer 

Environment Oregon 

Portland, OR 

 

 



 

Robin Hartman 

Ocean Program Director 

Oregon Shores Conservation Coalition 

OR 

 

Hawaii 

 

Greg Kaufman 

President & Founder 

Pacific Whale Foundation 

Wailuku, HI

 


